
Polychlorobiphenyls (PCBs)
C12H(10-n)Cln

Reproductive toxicant: Group 1

Epidemiological studies indicate that PCB exposure 
is associated with reduced sperm quality and increased 
implantation failure following in vitro fertilization and 
that it is detrimental to the development of fetuses1−5).  
There are also many reports of animal studies reveal-
ing that PCBs induce reduced fetal development, 
lowered testosterone and thyroxin concentrations in 
the blood of offspring, delayed development of repro-
ductive events, ototoxicity, and aberrations in spon-
taneous behavior6−12).  Based on this evidence, PCBs 
are classified as Group 1 reproductive toxicants.
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