
Ethylbenzene
C6H5C2H5

 [CAS No. 100-41-4]
Reproductive toxicant: Group 2

There are no human studies clearly demonstrating 
the toxicity of ethylbenzene with respect to reproduc-
tion; however, there is some evidence in animal stud-
ies indicating its adverse effects on development1−3).  
An increased (dose-dependent) incidence of skeletal 
variations (supernumerary ribs) was reported after 
inhalation exposure (6−7 h/day) to ethylbenzene (100, 
1,000 ppm) during gestation in rats1, 3).  After 24 h/
day inhalation exposure to ethylbenzene (600, 1200, 
2,400 mg/m3) during gestation, increased percentages 
of dead or resorbed fetuses and fetuses with retarded 
ossification were observed in rats2).  Malformations 
were also observed both in rats and in mice2).  Based 

on this evidence, ethylbenzene is classified as a Group 
2 reproductive toxicant.
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