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Reproductive toxicant: Group 3

Several epidemiology studies have been reported 
regarding the reproductive toxicity of chromium; 
however, they are considered insufficient because 
information about the exposure was not adequately 
described1−3).  As for animal studies, adverse effects 
of chromium (VI) by oral administration via drinking 
water have been reported, i.e., retarded fetal develop-
ment, reduced number of fetuses and fetal weight, 
and high incidences of dead fetuses and resorptions in 
mice and reduced numbers of implantations and fetus-
es in rats4, 5).  On the other hand, reproductive toxicity 
studies of chromium (VI) by administration via diet 
have failed to observe significant adverse effects in 
rats and mice6, 7).  Consequently, the results of these 
studies are inconsistent, and thus evidence for the 
reproductive toxicity of chromium is considered to be 
insufficient as a whole.  Based on this evidence, chro-
mium is classified as a Group 3 reproductive toxicant.
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