
Beryllium and Beryllium Compounds
Be

[CAS No.7440-41-7]
Occupational carcinogen: Group 1

Summary of classification
The Japan Society for Occupational Health (JSOH) rec-

ommended occupational exposure limit for beryllium and 
beryllium compounds in 19631) and judged as Group 2A 
for the classification of carcinogenicity2). This time, since 
a sufficient number of cohort studies accumulated and 
significantly increased risk was observed for cancer of the 
lung, we judged that there is sufficient evidence in epide-
miological data for the carcinogenicity of beryllium and 
beryllium compounds. Also, in experimental animals, 
there is sufficient evidence for increasing malignant lung 
tumor incidence by intratracheal administration or inhala-
tion of beryllium and beryllium compounds in rats. The 
IARC raised the classification from Group 2A, a ‘probable 
human carcinogen’ (Monograph Supplement 7 [1987])3,4), 
to Group 1, a ‘human carcinogen’ (monograph Vol. 98 
[1993])5,6), based on the judgement that there is sufficient 
evidence for carcinogenicity.

Based on these findings, it is proposed that the classifi-
cation of carcinogenicity of beryllium and beryllium com-
pounds should be changed from Group 2A to Group 1 in 

the JSOH.

Years of Proposal (revision): 2015
Years of Proposal: 1986 (Group 2A)
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